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Department of the Navy
Office of the Judge Advocate General

Medical Care Recovery Unit Norfolk

9053 First Street Suite 100

Norfolk, VA 23511-3605






Re:
Claimant:

Scott Roux






Your File No.:

NC1301799






DOL:


12/19/12

To Whom It May Concern:


We represent GySgt Scott Roux, USMC who was injured in a motor vehicle collision on December 19, 2012.  GySgt. Roux sustained serious wrist injuries that will force him into a premature discharge from the Marines.  The insurance adjustor has offered to tender their policy limits, however there is only minimum coverage.  GySgt Roux has no other insurance that would cover him for the collision and we are therefore requesting Tricare to waive their lien for GySgt Roux.  Please see below information pursuant to your request:

a. The anticipated amount of the gross recovery is $30,000.00.
b.  GySgt Roux sustained complex dislocation fractures to both wrists. He  

     required open reduction with internal fixation of both wrists as well as carpal 

tunnel releases of both wrists during his two day inpatient hospital stay. Dr. Bruce Wilhelmsen, MD has stated that GySgt Roux “should expect to have some loss of motion as a long-term result. Honestly, I think his ability to participate in the rigors of the Marine Corps will be compromised and he will probably have to look at alternatives.” 
GySgt Roux may have entitlement to some non-service-connected disability VA benefits after his active duty status is completed.

c.  As an active duty Marine, GySgt Roux is entitled to continuing medical care at  

     the government’s expense.

d. Attorneys fees will be taken out of the settlement amount as well as costs advanced for obtaining medical records and bills.

e. GySgt Roux and his wife Shelby are obligated to pay a $700.00 a month mortgage and monthly living expenses, including utilities, groceries, gas, motor vehicle insurance, and the incidentals that come with raising a teenage son, of approximately $2300.00.

GysSgt Roux’s wife, Shelby, does work outside the home as a medical biller and coder, and is able to contribute approximately $24,000 annually to the family income. They currently own a 2001 Chevy Impala, 1990 Chevy Pick Up, 2003 Dodge Pick up, and a 2001 Dodge Durango SUV. Shelby has a 401K retirement plan through her current employer and GySgt Roux is relying completely on any retirement benefits he may be able to obtain after his many years of service in the Marine Corps. They do not have any stocks, bonds, mutual funds, or certificates of deposit. However, they do have a minimal peripheral savings account for possible home repairs or other emergencies of that nature.
f. Attorneys fees will be reduced.

g. The amount being tendered is barely enough to cover the cost of the Tricare lien alone.  We are trying to help GySgt Roux get some kind of a recovery for the pain and suffering he has endured from this collision.

GySgt Roux has an MOS of 6092 Aircraft Intermediate Level Structures Mechanic. The severe injuries that he has sustained will not allow him to continue in this MOS and therefore, not allow him to be competitive for promotion and shifting him toward retirement, well before he had any thoughts of doing so before the accident.

He has been on convalescent leave since the time of his accident and is scheduled to return to work on light duty as of April 01, 2013. GySgt Roux says that he is thankful that the team he works with is so close knit, as this will allow him to attempt to get back to work at his pace and assess what he is able to do on a day to day basis. He will be continuing physical therapy with his Regimental Aide Station and currently his prognosis is a wait and see game. It is known that he will never be at the same physical abilities as he was prior to his injuries and therefore will never be able to perform the same type of work. This diminished physical ability does limit his prospects for future income.
The wrist injuries will prevent GySgt. Roux from doing pull-ups and therefore he will not be able to have passing PFT scores.


We request that Tricare waive their lien to help GySgt Roux obtain a small recovery for the pain and suffering he endured from this auto accident.


We look forward to hearing from you soon.







Very Truly Yours,







BRUMBAUGH, MU & KING, P.A.







Richard A. Mu
RAM:sdc
cc: Client

Enclosures as listed
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